My War Memories, 1914-1918
Bartenwerffer,  Muths,  Captains Wever,   Gabriel, Geyer,  von Fischer-Treuenfeld, von Goszler, von Posek,   There were many
others'.
We all met together for meals, which were marked by peculiarly intimate and pleasant intercourse. The Field-Marshal was fond of amusing stories and lively conversation. I used to join in, but liked to discuss service matters also. Of course we took the greatest care not to mention anything connected with operations.
We often had visitors, either at meals or only in the office. Sometimes guests appeared during very critical times. I remember in October, 1914, some gentlemen arrived at Radom with a trainload of gifts for the troops and talked about the prospective capture of Warsaw, while at that very moment I was already contemplating retreat. On such occasions guests rather got on our nerves, but generally speaking they cheered us up.
From officers of all arms and belonging to all the divisions on the Front we heard how things were going in the Army, sometimes better than from long official reports. I attached the greatest importance to our keeping in close touch with the Front, and received many hints, which I always followed up. I was particularly fond of these military visits and greatly valued them.
Often we had members of the Government from Berlin and the States of the Empire. The Imperial Chancellor, von Bethmann-Hollweg, paid us a visit at Posen in the autumn of 1914, and again in February, 1915, at Lotzen. The other Chancellors also came to see us often, Sometimes we had visits from members of the Reichstag. I always had the impression that these gentlemen enjoyed being with us, whatever party they belonged to. Towards them and other private individuals I naturally observed the necessary discretion in speaking of the military situation and my ideas on the subject of peace.
Representatives of industry, commerce, and the Employers' and Workmen's Unions came occasionally and sat at our table.
Neutral military attaches and military missions who were visiting the Front, German and foreign reporters, representatives of the Press, scientists and artists, all visited us at various times
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